
toward the end, "I wantyou to be my Vice 
President” Later Reagan called his chiel 
of staff Mike Denver to report IVe ve 
had a very good meeting. I m convinced 
this guy is with us on the key issues and 
we'll have a compatible ticket 

the secret comes out 

Except for phone calls to key Reagan 
supporters around the country, the un- 
likelv pairing remained top secret 
through the weekend until Reagan him- 
self announced it Monday from Csdifor- 
nia. “After long hours of study and dis- 
cussion,” he said, “I have selected a man 
who believes in the same basic values m 
which I believe: ... a strong America . ... 
compassionate . . . moral and decent 


In Washington, Schweiker hailed. Rea- 
gan’s “bold, unprecedented action” and 
predicted that the new ticket would 
unite Republicans left and right. He said 
he had been promised “input” to Rea- 
gan's decisions and had pledged in re- 
turn to follow Reagan's conservative 
policies should he have to assume the 
Presidency. Later, he added that he 
would even drop his long-standing sup- 
port of pro-labor legislation if the GOP 
platform so dictated. As a Pennsylvania 
senator, he explained, he represented a 
state with strong organized-labor inter- 
ests. “1 am now changing constituen- 
cies," he concluded. 

But iji the hours following the Schwei- 
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ker announcement, the only thing that 
many Republicans seemed united on 
was outrage. “Governor Reagan s an- 
nouncement appears to be an effort to 
exchange the second highest office.in the 
land for a handful of delegates, said 
Ford campaign chairman Rogers C.B. 
Morton. New Hampshire Governor 
Thomson, who two years ago became the 
first major GOP officeholder to sign on 
with Reagan, now became the first to 
quit "Reagan has . ... scuttled his own 
political principles,” said Thomson. 
Connally, who got the news on his Texas 
ranch, left on a business trip to Washing- 
ton and had his wife call the White 
House to arrange an appointment for 
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Smiles all around: Schweiker with family; Senalor Laxalt is in the rear 
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